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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: ACCELERATED HANDLING OF BOAT REFUGEES IN MALAYSIA 
AND THAILAND 

REF: (A) STATE 120222; (B) HONG KONG 5980; (C) BANGKOK 12853 

1 . REF A ASKS FOR HONG KONG/DIDIR COMMENTS ON CONDUCTING 
JOINT INTERVIEWS OF REFUGEES WITH THE AUSTRALIANS. REF B 
WAS THE HONG KONG RESPONSE. 

2. THE AUSTALIANS AND THE AMERICANS HAVE THE PRINCIPAL 
PROGRAMS FOR ACCEPTING BOAT REFUGEES. WE HAVE SUCCESS- 
FULLY CONDUCTED JOINT IMMIGRATION INTERVIEWS WITH THE 
AUSTRALIANS IN THE SONGKHLA CAMP, AND, MOST RECENTLY, 

JOINT PRE-SCREENING INTERVIEWS ABOARD THE DAMODAR DR. 

ALBERT BLOCK. BY WORKING TOGETHER IN BOAT CASE CAMPS, 

WE CAN ACHIEVE MAXIMUM COORDINATION AND SPEED OF 
REFUGEE ACCEPTANCE. FOR EXAMPLE, IF AUSTRALIAN 
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IMMIGRATION OFFICIALS HAD BEEN WITH US IN LAEMSING LAST 
MONTH, WE WOULD NOT HAVE OUR CURRENT HOLD ON 38 CASES THERE 
PENDING A FINAL AUSTRALIAN DECISION. THE REFUGEES THAT 
WE WILL EVENTUALLY ACCEPT AMONG THIS GROUP HAVE BEEN 
DELAYED A MONTH. 

3. IT HAS NOT BEEN OUR RECENT EXPERIENCE THAT REFUGEES 
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AUTOMATICALLY PREFER THE UNITED STATES. THERE ARE MANY 
REFUGEES WHO PREFER AUSTRALIA TO THE UNITED STATES 
BECAUSE THEY HAVE RELATIVES THERE, THE PROCESSING IS 
QUICKER, AND THE CLIMATE IS MILDER. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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